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THE COALITION 


OF 


THE BEAST OF THE APOCALYPSE 


AND HIS TEN REGAL CONFEDERATES, &c. 





Ir will not be an inappropriate introduction to the principal subject 
of these pages to consider one of the parables of the great Teacher ; 
that of the Fig Tree, Luke xiii. : 6 et seq. 

This prophetical parable is applicable not only to the Jews, but 
also to the unprofitable portion of the Christian Church ; nor.does it 
require much spiritual discernment to perceive that the three years, 
during which the owner vainly seeks for fruit, and the one year of 
reprieve, are not periods taken at random, but that we may look | 
in them for that exactness and depth of meaning which characterize 
all the sayings of our Lord. 

The three years of fruit-seeking, and the year of dressing the Fig 
Tree in the hope of improvement, as applied to the Christian Church, 
are, in all, four periods of 360 years each, but there must be taken 
into account a previous year of like dimensions, during which the 
Fig Tree was planted, and in which the owner did not come to look 
for fruit. 

The year of plantation terminated with the establishment of 
Christianity in the time of Constantine and his sons, of whom the 
last, Constantius, died A.D. 360. 

The three years of unproductiveness expired in 1440. 

Then began the year during which the dresser of the vineyard 
was to dig about the Fig Tree and dung it, and we find that the art 
of printing, which wasa most powerful instrument in bringing about 
the Reformation, which soon afterwards followed, was discovered in 
the year 1440. This year of reprieve eomprised the whole period of 
the Reformation, and was characterized by the printing and exten- 
sive diffusion of the Scriptures, in various languages, and by the 
labours in the vineyard of many faithful servants of Christ, and it 
terminated with the eighteenth century. We have now arrived at 
the “after that? of the 9th verse. We may expect the return, at 
any moment, of the owner of the Fig Tree, and.if it be found still 
unproductive, he will assuredly cut it down. 

Were there no signs of the expiration of the solemn year of 
reprieve ? Volumes have been written upon them. In the words 
of the first Napoleon : “Nothing in history ever resembled the end 
of the eighteenth century.” Scott's Life of Napoleon, Vol. 4, p. 175. 

The five grand cycles of 360 years each, which expired with the 
last century, were the last of seven such cycles, commencing with 
the deportation of the ten tribes, B. C. 721, the second of them 
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ending with the Nativity, and the fifth ending with the taking of 
Jerusalem by the Turks, A.D. 1079. . a 

These seven cycles make in all 2520 years, being the double of 
what is called the Papal period of 1260 year-days. 

And with the year 1872, presently noticed, will expire the last of 
five cycles of like dimensions, reckone.l from the termination of the 
Roman War after the destruction of Jerusalem. 

Let us now consider a much shorter period of time, one hour. 
‘The ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received 
no kingdom as yet ; but receive power as kings one hour with tho 
Beast.” Rev. xvii. 12. 

. The same expression “one hour,” is thrice repeated in Rev. 
xviii. ; which is descriptive of the judgment upon the great Babylon, 
inflicted by the agency of the Beast and his ten adherents. ‘In 
one hour is thy judgment come,” v. 10. ‘In one hour so great 
riches is come to nought,” v. 17. “In one hour is she made desolate,” 
v. 19. 

The Bible is the most significant of books, and this expression 
“one hour” is not to be slurred over as importing merely a short 
indefinite period. Asa literal hour is one twenty-fourth part of a 
certain period, so this prophetical hour is just one twenty-fourth 
part of a period equally definite. l 

If this number were the only one in the Scriptures which has 
reference to the period of domination of the Beast and his ten, it 
would be reásonable to conclude that it is one year of a period of 
twenty-four, answering toa day; and those conversant with the 
prophecies would have little difficulty in fixing such period of twenty- 
four years ås that intervening between theyear 1848 and the year 1872. 
_ And it is very probable that, in an intensified and ulterior fulfil- 
ment, the prophecy of the one hour will be fulfilled in one of such 
last mentioned twenty-four years. _ 

There is a period often mentioned in the Scriptures as “the day 
of the Lord,” which doubtless has several significations, and the 
writer thinks that in an extended sense it denotes a time commencing 
with the first French Revolution, and that the hour of Rev. xvii. 12, 
is the twenty-fourth part of a period of eighty-four years, commenc- 
ing in the year 1789, in which year the French Revolution began, 
and ending with the year 1872 inclusive. 

_ The sum of eighty-four is the multiple of the two sacred numbers 
seven and twelve. 

This period of eighty-four years was, it is believed, foreshadowed 
in the age of Anna, the prophetess, at the birth of the Saviour. She 
was a widow of abdut fourscore and four years, Luke ii. 37. It was 
probably foreshadowed also in the age of Aaron at the time of the 
deliverance of the Children of Israel from Egypt. He had accom- 
es fourscore and three years when the interlocution with Pharaoh 

egan. Exodus vii. 7. 

With the consummation of the eighty-four years now current, we 
too may expect a great deliverance. 

We have the authority of Sir Walter Scott for saying that the 
French Revolution commenced in the year 1789.—" The Estates 
General met at Versailles on the 5th May, 1789, and that was 
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indisputably the first day of the French Revolution.” Zife-of 
Napoleon, chap. 4. 

According to the Rev. C. Bowen’s careful Chronological Scheme 
contained in the fourth volume of Mr. Elliott’s Horæ Apocalypticæ, 
the year 1872 will be the last year of the world’s sixth milfenary ; 
but the reader may treat this ás a dubious point, if he pleases. 
The argument does not depend upon this coincidence. 

The hour of Rev. xvii. 12, isa time, times, and dividing of time, for 
being the twenty-fourth part of eighty-four years, it is three years 
and a half, or forty-two months in all. 

And we conclude that the hour during which the ten will re- 
ceive power as Kings with the Beast is the same period as the 
forty-two months, during which the Beast will have power to 
continue or, (as the original Greek signifies), to make war. Rev. 
xiii. 5. 

The final expiration of the twelve hundred and sixty year-days of 
the Papacy in the year 1866 isa familiar truth, and it is therefore 
not necessary to dwell upon it in these pages, butit may be remarked 
that as there was for the rise or morning of the Papacy a period of 
seventy-three years (A.D. 533 to A.D. 606), so we may conclude 
that there willbe for its decline or evening, a like period of seventy- 
three years, viz. : from A.D. 1793 to 1866. 

Two chronological texts in the ninth Chapter of the Revelation, 
have generally been applied to the Turks, viz : 

“ And to them it was given that they should not kill them but 
that they should be tormented five months,” (v. 5.) 

“And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an 
hour, and a day, and a month, and a year, for to slay the third part 
of men,” (v. 15.) | 

The five months, or period of tormenting, have been recognized in 
the five times thirty, or one hundred and fifty, years commencing 
A.D. 1302, when the Ottoman Turks, under Othman, first invaded 
the territory of the Eastern Empire, and ending with the overthrow 
of that empire at the taking of Constantinople A.D. 1453. 

It is the opinion of the writer that “ the hour, the day, the month, 
and the year,” of v. 15, are not given as measures of time bearing as 
between themselves those proportions which an hour, day, month, 
and year of common parlance bear to each other. 

So reckoned the hour would bear such an infinitesimal proportion 
to the year, (an 8760th part), that, in its insignificance, it could be no 
measure of momentous prophetical events affecting the duration of 
an empire. 

But he thinks these terms are given to enable.us to find a number 
to be then transmuted into time, thus :一 . 


An NOOR iia een aes 1 
NOV ee の eS 24— 25 
A MORT sr sl cute 30 
À year........ ee 365—395 


420 years. 
These are the four hundred and twenty years mentioned in the 
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old prophecy communicated to the Z{ustrated London News of the 
19th May, 1855.* | 

But it is doubtful whether the four hundred and twenty should 
be reckoned in prophetical, or Julian years, or whether we should 
not reckon them in both, in the belief thatthe prophecy of Rev. ix. 
will be fulflled in two senses. 

Calculated in Julian years, from the year 1453, the date of the 
taking of Constantinople, they will expire in 1872 or 1873. 

Calculated in prophetical years of 360 days from the same period, 
they will expire in 1866 or 1867. 

So that with regard to the prophecies concerning the Turks, as 
well as those concerning the Papacy, the last sands in the hour-glass 
are running out. 

It is beyond all question that the history of France from 1789 to 
the present time is an index to so much of the prophecies as relates 
to the times now at hand. Ofthe tragedy in which the Beast of 
the Revelation and his associates, infernal or human, will be the 
chief actors, the sanguinary French Revolution was a kind of 
rehearsal, only the Beast and his companions will act upon a much 
wider stage. 

The “infernal triumvirate,” (as Sir Walter calls them), Danton, 
Robespierre, and Marat were bloodstained types of another infernal 
triumvirate, the Dragon, the Beast, and the false Prophet. The 
abolition of the Christian Religion by the National Convention fore- 
shadowed the actions of the Beast who will open his mouth in 
blasphemy ‘against God, Rev. xiii. 6, and, as the wilful king of 
Daniel, will take away the daily sacrifice, Dan. xi. 31 ; the worship of 
the Goddess of Reason in the person of anaked prostitute on the high 
altar in Notre Dame foreshadowed the idolatrous worship to be 
instituted by the Beast, Rev. xiii. 4, 8, and his pollution of the 
sanctuary, Dan. xi. 31; and the sanguinary horrors of the Revolution 
faintly foreshadowed events yet to take place, of which Christ said, 
“ Except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be 
saved.” Matt. xxiv. 22. 

Even so, the three years and a half which are the hour of the 
Beast and his ten regal associates, were foreshadowed in the three 
years and a half (November 1793 to June 1797), during which 
Christianity continued abolished by law in France, after it was 
renounced by Gobet and the republican priests, and which period 
comprised the reign of terror. 

Many, in the present day, speaking concerning the Emperor of the 
French, affect the phrase, “he holds the destinies of Europe in his 
hands,” and it would be well if they made use of an expression that 
savoured less of profanity. 


* In twice two hundred years the Bear 
The Crescent will assail ; 
But if the Cock and Bull unite, 
The Bear will not prevail. 


But mark—in twice ten years again,— 
Let Islam know and fear— 

The Cross shall stand, the Crescent wane, 
Dissolve, and disappear. 
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Upon this alleged holder of destinies, on account of the antecedents 
of his remarkable family, and his own adventurous career, extraordi- 
nary success, and imperial dignity, and for many other reasons, the 
prophetical lens was carefully fixed.* | 
. His name (of Greek origin) was analysed, and it was found that 
the letters in it were resolvable into the exact Number of the Beast 
of the Revelation, 666. 

It was also perceived that his heraldic device was the Bee, the 
cognizance of the old kings of Assyria. His empire, perhaps, is, or 
will be, a prophetical Assyria, although not watered by the Euphrates. 

That such was the cognizance of the old kings of Assyria appears 
from ancient hieroglyphics, and this circumatance is alluded to in 
Isaiah vii. 18. ‘‘It shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord 
shall hiss for the fly that is in the uttermost parts of the rivers of 
Egypt, and for the bee that is in the land of Assyria.” 

This potentate, whose number is that of the Beast, and whose 
device is the Assyrian Bee, undertook the siege of a town very 
strongly fortified, a siege which, on account of the men and material 
engaged in it, and the length and severity of the struggle, is said to 
have been unparalleled in modern history. 

Whilst this protracted and difficult siege was being carried on, the 
writer turned to the eleventh Chapter of the Book of Daniel, which 
eontains the history, written beforehand, of the grandiloquent prince, 
obviously ‘‘a man of firm will and iron hand,” who is commonly 
called the Wilful King. 

He there found it written concerning the Wilful King, (v. 25): 
‘ He shall forecast his devices against the strongholds, and that for a 
time.” 

It is hardly necessary to observe that a prophetical time is either 
360 days, or 360 years ; and as applied to the actions of an indivi- 
dual, it should be reckoned in days. 

The writer, therefore, for several months awaited the issues of the 
360th day, calculated from the time at which the allied Armies 
landed in the Crimea for the purpose of reducing Sebastopol, 
namely, the 14th day of September, 1854. 

On the identical 360th day, viz., on the 9th day of September, 
1855, the Russians abandoned the town, and Sebastopol was taken. 
The precipitate retreat of the Russians across their bridge occurred 
before daylight on the morning of the 9th, as if to fulfil the prophecy 
to the very hour. 

And as if to give point to the prophecy, the troops of the French 
Emperor, and not those of his allies, took the Malakoff, which was 
the crowning effort of the memorable 8th September, and led to the 
abandonment of the town by the Russians. 

For many years it has been, as it still is, an article of the writer'g 
prophetical creed, that England and her capital city are designated 
by the figure of the adulterous woman, who is also called Babylon 
the great, of Rev. xviii., in which chapter she is described as a great 


* The author of the “ Last Vials” (published e Ftc À has treated fully and 
bly A the character of the man, the growth of his power, and the dangers of 
e alliance. 
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commercial city, and merchänts, shipmasters, and mariners, are said 
to lament her fall. But aware that prophecy has often a double or 
manifold intention, he will not now say that Rome is not also 
denoted by the figure of the Woman or Babylon. 

The seven mountains on which the woman is said to be seated, 
Rev. xvii. 9, may refer to the seven hills of Rome ; but, in the appli- 
cation of the prophecy to England, an obvious solution is to be 
found in the seven kingdoms of the Saxon Heptarchy. 

The Woman is also said to be seated on the Beast ; that is, 
supported by, or dependent upon him. The Pope is supported by 
French soldiers in his capital: but is not the fulfilment of the 
prediction as concerning England, also assuming á definite form? At 
the present time, England is far more dependent upon France than 
she ought to be, and trusts to the fidelity of her ally, of whom, if he 
be the man we take him for, the Scriptures have foretold, that ‘‘after 
the league made with him he shall work deceitfully.” Dan. xi. 23. 

Those who can estimate the force of Scriptural language will 
know that this points at no petty villainy, but at some monster 
treachery, which, when disclosed, will astonish the world. 

Soon will arise a new kind of Protestants; those who protest 
against the Beast and his proceedings. Further, it may be inferred 
that to earn fully the disgraceful title of Adulteress, the lapses of 
England, as a nation, from purity of faith and profession, will be 
greater than they have been. 

The calamitous result of these eventful times to be looked for, 
so far as England is concerned, is thus expressed : ‘ And the ten 
horas which thou sawest upon the Beast, these shall hate the whore, 
and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh and 
burn her with fire. For God hath put it in their hearts to fulfil his 
will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the Beast, until the 
words of God shall be fulfilled.” Rev. xvii. 16, 17. And the whole 
of the eighteenth Chapter relates to the same catästrophe. 

As the writer pointed out more than two years. ago, these words 
point at a successful coalition of ten European sovereigns, headed 
by the Beast, against England, but when he wrote his pamphlet on 
this subject, he had not perceived that the name of the present 
Emperor of France was resolvable into the number 666, or that 
prophecy Ein acti that he should besiege a fortified town for three 
hundred and sixty days, and thus that the man would be doubly 
identified. 

It is not necessary to impute to him any present evil or perfidious 
designs: Perhaps we may apply to him the words of Isaiah, 
“ Howbeit he meaneth not so, neither doth his heart think so,” that 
is, he does not think that he will be sent “ against an hypocritical 
nation.” Is. x. 6, 7. But the hearts of Kings, as well as all times 
and circumstances, are plastic beneath the hand of the Almighty, 
and he turns them even: as he will. 

It appears. prebable that the ten have “ received no Kingdom as 
yet,” and that their creation was foreshadowed in those princes 
upon whom Kingdoms and principalities were conferred by the first 

[apoleon. In this, as, in other circumstances, the future is doubtless 
mirrored in the past. 


9 


Unless the writer be greatly mistaken in results obtained by many 
calculations upon prophetical data, the Coalition of the Beast and the 
ten Kings may be expected before the expiration of the year 1866, 
and he thinks that the hour during which the ten will have power as 
Kings with the Beast, is a period of three and a-half years, com- 
mencing in 1862 or 1868, and ending in 1866. 

The year 1866 is, as it were, a node, where converging lines of 
prophecy meet. If Mr. Bowen be accurate In his Chronology, it is 
the year of the world 5994. The period of a woman’s gestation is 
adopted figuratively in the Bible so very frequently as to suggest 
the division of this period, so fruitful in its consequences, by nine, 
answering to the nine months of child-bearing. It is, to say the 
least, a singular coincidence that the result is 666, the Number of 
the Beast. | 

If the general tenor of Scripture were opposed to the views put 
forth in these pages the writer would most gladly modify them. But, 
on the contrary, he finds them strengthened by the general tenor of 
Scripture. Put the case as high as national self-sufficiency can put 
it, that we are a favoured people, and that England is a Christian 
Zion, and we are met with the text, “ You only have I known of all 
the families of the earth; therefore I will punish you all for your 
iniquities.”? Amos. iii. 2. 

Amongst those who are to partake of the wine-cup of fury are 
“the kings of the Isles which are beyond the sea,” and “all the 
kings of the north far and near.” Jer. xxv. 22, 26. | 

Christ likened the last times to the days of Noah and Lot, which 
were characterized by general disaster, qualified only by the deliver- 
ance of a righteous few. 

It is perhaps not too much to say that the delusive notion which 
the people of England entertain of continued national prosperity, and 
unlimited improvement in science and art, and their unsound 
alliance with France, will constitute in their case meshes of tho 
snare in which they, like all others that dwell upon the face of the 
whole earth, will, at last, be taken. 

The time of the restoration of the Jews is, throughout the Bible, 
spoken of as a time of vengcance, but in the execution of the ven- 
geance thus threatened, there is a special feature to which it is 
necessary to advert. 

Amongst those nations who persecuted the Jews in times past, 
England was disgracefully conspicuous. But the nations that 
persecuted the Jews have the reversion of the Jewish curse, and 
will surely inherit it upon the restoration of that favoured race, a 
circumstance, perhaps, little regarded by many who pray for their 
restoration. 

This solemn truth should be placed in a clear light, and with that 
view the following facts are added. They are familiar to readers of 
history, but the historical detail of them is not often read side by 
side with the passages from Scripture, which will be afterwards 
quoted. 

In England, in the time of Henry the Second, the Jews were 
constraincd to wear a square yellow cap, in order to distinguish them 
from Christians, and they were for several centuries treated with 
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many indignities. It is said that they were obliged, in their housos, 
to adopt á peculiar kind of construction with the chimney placed 
over the house-door, so as to distinguish their dwellings from those 
of Christians. It was considered no sin to plunder, or even to 
murder a Jew, especially if the end were to obtain money for a 
crusade. From the Jews of Lincoln, an enormous sum of money 
was extorted, upon the accusation, (generally believed to have been 
false), that they had crucified a little boy named Hugh, in derision 
of the death of Christ. The cruel oppression of their race for the 
purposes of extortion, gave rise to the English expression, “a Jew’s 
eye.” The whole English nation united in the persecution of the 
Jews. Sir Walter Scott describes them “as alike detested by the 
credulous and prejudiced vulgar, and persecuted by the greedy and 
rapacious nobility. Except, perhaps, the flying fish,” he adds, 
““ there was no race existing on the earth, in the air, or the waters, 
who were the objects of such an unremitting, general, and relentless 
persecution as the Jews. Their persons and their property were 
exposed to every turn of popular fury.” At Norwich, the rage of 
the people against them rose to such a height, that a general 
massacre of the Jews took place. At Stamford, at Bury St. 
Edmunds, and Lincoln, multitudes of them were slain, and crowds 
of them sought refuge in the Isle of Ely, and miserably perished 
there. In York, fifteen hundred Jews, including women and 
children, shut themselves up in the Castle, and were refused quarter. 
They were not allowed to purchase their lives at any price; and 
frantic with despair, they perished by mutual slaughter, like the 
Jews at Masada, in the time of the Roman war. Each husband slew 
his wife, each father slew his children, and then they fell by their 
own hands. In many other places in England they were massacred, 
and these dreadful persecutions were always accompanied with 
spoliation. 

That the curses denounced against the Jews, of which the 28th 
Chapter of Deuteronomy is a catalogue, are yet in store for those 
nations who have persecuted them, is manifest from the 7th verse 
of the 30th Chapter, where, in relation to their restoration, it is said: 
“ And the Lord thy God will put all these curses upon thine enemies, 
and upon those that hate thee, which persecuted thee.” And to the 
same tenor are the following passages relating to the Jews :— 

“ He that toucheth you, toucheth the apple of his eye,” Zech. ii. 
8, a very. remarkable expression, since the putting out of the 
eyes was, according to English history, one of the modes of extorting 
money from the Jews. 

«Behold at that time I will undo all that afflict thee.” Zeph. iii. 19. 

< I will feed them that oppress thee with their own flesh; and 
they shall be drunken with their own blood, as with sweet wine ; and 
all flesh shall know thatI the Lord am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, 
the mighty one of Jacob.” Is. xlix. 26. 

“I have taken out of thine hand the cup of trembling, even the 
dregs of the cup of my fury; thou shalt no more drink it again : 
but I will put it into the hand of them that afflict thee.” Is. li. 22. 

It is no argument, on the other side, to say that the persecution 
of the Jews, by the English, took place a long time ago, in the time 
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of the Plantagenets ånd Tudors. The word of God will not be 
fulfilled with less exactness, because He is long suffering; and if 
the people of England see aught in their national character to 
merit a continuance of His forbearance, they are fearfully mistaken. 
Their moral leprosy is rapidly spreading, although the measure of 
iniquity has yet to be filled up. 

Nor isit any answer to say that other nations, such as France and 
Spain, were also bitter persecutors of the Jews. The Almighty 
makes use of one wicked nation to chastise another, and then he 
breaks his tools. 

All the nations that have persecuted the Jews in times past, will 
come sooner or later under thecurse, which, throughout the Bible, is 
always associated in point of time with the restoration of the Jews. 

‘ Jacob shall return, and shall be in rest, and be quiet, and none 
shall make him afraid. For I am with thee, saith the Lord, to save 
thee: though I make a full end of all nations whither I have scattered thee, 
yet I will not make a full end of thee: but I will correct thee in 
measure, and will not leave thee altogether unpunished.” Jer. xxx. 
10, 11. 

So then, all the miseries which the Jews have endured are but a 
measured punishment, compared with that which will be inflicted 
upon those nations amongst whom they have been scattered. 

But in this work of vengeance there will be order. When all 
others have been constrained to drink of the cup of fury, “ the king 
of Sheshach shall drink after them.” Jer. xxv. 26. The Beast 
and the ten who make a political concordat with him, will prosper 
in their undertaking against the great Babylon, and afterwards 
miserably perish. Rev. xix. 20, 21. 

“God speaketh once, yea twice, but man regardeth it not,” and 
never could his voice be more distinctly heard by those few who do 
regard it, and listen for its monitions, than in the present day. 

Taking the hour of Rev. xvii. 12 as the twenty-fourth part of a 
period of eighty-four years now current, we find that eighty-four years 
are the fifth part of four hundred and twenty years, (the Turkish 
period), which last period is the third part of twelve hundred and sixty 
years, (the Papal period), which is once, twice, and a half a 
prophetical time, or three hundred and sixty years. 

And the “ hour” is once, twice, and a half three hundred and sixty 
days, which is also a prophetical time in another sense. 

All these times, with others, are inwoven in the prophecies, and 
tally exactly, so far, with the events of history, and it would be as 
absurd to deny that the ends of such of them as have begun to run 
but are not yet ended cannot be foretold, as it would be to say that 
a man who sees three fourths of a superficies, and knows that what 
he sees is three fourths, cannot tell the extent of the remaining 
fourth, without seeing that also. | 

But all that wein our ignorance and dulness can discern in pro- 
phetical chronology is but a segment of a mighty whole—the elements 
of an exact ånd divine science, the extended pursuit of which may 
be one of the employments hereafter, of those, whom God, in his 
mercy, after these troublesome times, may admit to a state of 
calmness and leisure. 
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The earliest prophecy in the Bible points to the last times, the 
period of great tribulation now approaching ; of the serpent it was 
said that he should bruise the heel of the woman’s seed ;—the heel 
obviously meaning that which comes last. And the prediction con- 
cerning the woman, “in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children” has 
a spiritual as well as a physical sense. The hour of the domination 
of the Beast wath the ten isthe hour of travail of the Church prefi- 
gured by the woman. 

But with a peculiar trouble comes a special blessing. This special 
blessing is clearly announced in Rev. xiv. After setting forth the 
proclamation of the third Angel, concerning those delinquents who . 
worship the Beast and his image, and receive his mark, the Apostle 
writes, ‘‘ Here is the patience of the Saints” v. 12, and in the follow- 
ing verse “I heard a voice from Heaven saying unto me, Write 
‘ Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth.’”’ The 
expression ““ from henceforth” does not mean from the time when 
St. John wrote, but from that point in the procession of the events 
foretold in the Apocalypse at which it occurs. In the Burial 
Service of the Church of England these words, if not altogether 
misappropriated, lose their significance, for the blessedness is to be 
conferred upon those who are patient and faithful during the bestial 
persecution, and consists in their having part in the first resurrection, 
see Rev. xx. 4, 5, 6. In the words of Christ ‘‘ there are last which 
shall be first.” So when the labourers in the vineyard were paid, the 
Lord of the vineyard said to his steward “Call the labourers and 
give them their hire, beginning from the last unto the first.” Those 
hired last are the first to receive their wages. The spiritual Jacob 
will supplant his elder brother in the inheritance. 

Finally,—Let not any one suppose that the second advent of 
Christ must necessarily take place after the effluxion of the prophe- 
cies to which we have adverted. It would be perilous in the 
extreme to do so, for it would in effect be saying in one’s heart, 
“My Lord delayeth his coming.” Neither let us look for the 
second advent as being necessarily a single act, occurring at one 
point of time. A marriage, a return from the wedding, and a 
wedding supper, are severally mentioned. There is a wheat harvest 
and an earlier barley harvest ; a vintage, and a treading of the wine 
press. Christ will come as the lightning-flash, and his coming will 
also resemble the subtle and unsuspected approach of a thief in the 
night. There is a time when he will be. revealed from heaven 
taking vengeance upon his enemies, and there is also a time of 
exclusion, which is likened to the action of the Master of the house 
quietly rising up and shutting to the door. 


27 MR 56 


J. COUTANCHE, PRINTER, HILL STREET, JERSEY. 


Digitized Google 


at „Google 


T: Google 


étui 


POSTCRIPT. 


— 


Copies of ihis pamphlet will be forwarded, to any address, by 
WHITTAKER & Co., Ave Maria Lane, London, or by Mr. REDSTONE, 
Bookseller, St. Helier, Jersey, on receipt of fourteen postage 
stamps. 


By the same Author, 


ONDON THE SUBJECT OF FEARFUL PREDICTIONS CONTAINED 
IN THE REVELATION OF ST. JOHN. Published, April, 1854, by 
Houston AND STONEMAN, Paternoster Row. Price One Shilling. Will be 
forwarded by Messrs. Houlston & Co., by post, on receipt of fourteen postage 
stamps, i 


Ta SOLUTION OF THE DIVINE ENIGMA, 666, THE NUMBER 
OF THE BEAST OF THE REVELATION, is out of print. 





Bigitbsi Google 


Digitzed Google 


Didiizad Google 





TETAN Goog le 








